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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

March 19, 2018 
 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, March 19, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member 
Mariann Penska, Member Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg, Director Diane Noonan, Deputy 
Director Jocelyn Bucaro and Early Voting Administrator Eric Corbin. 
 
Chairman Cloud submitted the bills for approval. Member Hall asked about the Verizon 
Wireless charge on Document 1, page 4. Director Noonan explained that the charge is related 
to the devices used to communicate with the electronic poll books. Member Hall requested a 
copy of the Verizon Wireless contract and statements.  
 
Chairman Cloud submitted the February 20, 2018 meeting minutes for approval. Member 
Wunnenberg moved to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2018 meeting; seconded by 
Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   abstain 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Chairman Cloud submitted the February 27, 2018 meeting minutes for approval. Member Hall 
moved to approve the minutes of the February 27, 2018 meeting; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  abstain 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Noonan acknowledged receipt of the following directives: 2018-06, Statewide 
Candidates for the May 8, 2018 Primary Election, 2018-07, Ballots and Candidates for May 8, 
2018 Primary Election and Special Congressional Primary Election for the 12th Ohio 
Congressional District, and 2018-08, Ballot Quantities and Important Reminders for the May 8, 
2018 Primary Election. 
 
Director Noonan presented Document 4, the updated Machine Allocation for the May 8, 2018 
Primary Election and explained that one benefit of this reduction is to save wear and tear on 
the voting machines. Deputy Director Bucaro explained that the number was derived by 
removing ten percent of registered voters from the allocation formula based on past election 
data and expected early voting. Member Hall moved to approve the Machine Allocation for the 
May 8, 2018 Primary Election; seconded by Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried.  
 
Director Noonan presented Document 5, a list of candidates and committees who did not file 
required campaign finance reports or filed their reports after the deadline. She informed the 
Board that the campaign committee, Citizens for Change, filed late on Friday, March 16, 2018 
after the document was prepared and should be added to the list on the second page, which 
lists committees that filed late. Member Wunnenberg asked if the candidates and committees 
listed on Document 5 have been contacted. Director Noonan said they had been contacted. 
Deputy Director Bucaro clarified that the committees have not be contacted after the failure to 
file and explained that the office is only required to notify the committees at least ten days in 
advance of the deadline. Member Wunnenberg moved to refer the campaign committees listed 
on Document 5 to the Ohio Elections Commission that did not file and to not refer the 
campaign committees that have filed late; seconded by Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
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All in favor; motion carried.  
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Member Hall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss employment and compensation 
according to O.R.C. 121.22 (G) (1); seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried.  
 
Chairman Cloud stated the Board is back in session 
 
Member Wunnenberg moved to hire Nicole Unzicker as a Grade 3 Clerk with an annual salary 
of $33,500.00, to adjust the salaries of Clerks Lisa Cloud, Kim Ellenburg and Lisa Mobley to 
annual salaries of $39,776.46, to promote Katie Robinson to Grade 7, Candidate and Ballot 
Services Clerk, with an annual salary of $43,500.00 and to promote Melissa Trotta to Grade 8, 
Poll Worker/Administrator Executive Assistant with an annual salary of $52,662.79; seconded 
by Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
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All in favor; motion carried.  
 
Under the Director’s Report, Director Noonan informed the Board that members of the office 
had a meeting with representatives from the County Auditor’s Office to find a solution to 
processing poll worker payroll by importing data instead of manually entering the data for each 
individual. She reported that the Poll Worker Department has currently recruited over 1,600 
poll workers for the May 8, 2018 Primary Election, while only about 1,200 are needed. Member 
Hall asked how the department was able to recruit all the workers. Director Noonan said 
Tammy, has coordinated outreach events and the department has worked together to retain 
workers from prior elections. She informed the Board that poll worker training starts on April 
10, 2018, and Board members are welcome to attend. Member Hall asked if the poll workers 
are paid for coming to training and how long the training is. Director Noonan said they are paid 
$30.00 to attend training, which usually lasts about three hours. Member Hall asked if the 
amount poll workers are paid is set by the State. Director Noonan said the State limits the pay 
for Election Day to $102.00 but the office has the flexibility to pay poll workers for other time 
such, as training and Monday night setup. Deputy Director Bucaro added that in order to raise 
the pay for Election Day hours, the commissioners would have to approve the raise a year in 
advance. She explained poll workers usually work about twenty to twenty-one hours so the 
$174.00, which includes pay for training and Monday night setup, is just above minimum wage, 
and shows most poll workers are basically volunteers. Director Noonan informed the Board 
that two temporary staff members started today in the Poll Worker Department, and on April 1, 
2018 four more will be starting in the Elections Services Department. 
 
The Board returned to approving the March 19, 2018, Bills on Document 1 and reviewed 
supplemental information provided for the Verizon Wireless account. There was a discussion 
about how the billing works and why the office was charged in months where the service was 
not being used. Deputy Director Bucaro informed the Board there was an error made when 
shutting off the devices that inadvertently led to only about half of the devices being 
suspended. Member Wunnenberg asked for a report to be prepared for the next meeting to 
better explain the situation and get everyone on the same page. Member Wunnenberg moved 
to approve the March 19, 2018 Bills on Document 1; Seconded by Member Hall. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Under the Deputy Director’s Report, Deputy Director Bucaro updated the Board about Senate 
Bill 21, which would allow County Boards of Elections to reduce the number of poll workers at 
a voting location in all elections. The bill passed the Senate last month and is in committee in 
the House. If passed, this could be in effect for the November 6, 2018 General Election. 
Substitute Senate Bill 135 for voting machine funding was introduced earlier in March and has 
its first hearing in committee tomorrow. According to the current funding formula in the bill, 
Butler County will receive about $3.6 million. Deputy Director Bucaro stated the passage of the 
bill looks promising but is by no means certain. She reminded the Board Members of the 
importance of speaking to legislators from Butler County about how important this funding is. 
Deputy Director Bucaro then presented the Pre-Election Profile for the March 18, 2018 Primary 
Election. She also informed the Board that the office and County Information Services are 
working with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to secure data from online threats. 
Member Penska asked if the office proactively posts information about how Butler County 
voters are protected. Deputy Director Bucaro said a news crew was invited into the office 
before the November 8, 2016, Presidential Election to talk about security and to take a tour of 
the facility.  
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Member Hall moved to set Nicole Unzicker’s hire date to Tuesday, March 20, 2018 and for the 
salary adjustments for current employees to take effect today, March 19, 2018; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
With no further business, Member Wunnenberg moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:47 a.m. 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Diane Noonan, Director 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
__________________________  
Mariann Penska, Member 


